168                         LEGAL DEPOSIT OF BOOKS
THE COMMONWEALTH
The Commonwealth of Australia was established by the
"Commonwealth of Australia Constitution Act," an Imperial Act
passed on 9 July 1900.1 This Act provided that certain legislative
powers should be vested exclusively in the Commonwealth
Parliament, among which powers is the right to make laws with
regard to copyright (s. 51, xviii).
The first Commonwealth Copyright Act was passed on 21
December 1905,2 and was proclaimed to be in force as from
1 January 1907.3 Under this Act the administration of the State
copyright acts was transferred to the Commonwealth, and the
State acts ceased to be administered by the individual States.
This transfer was proclaimed to take effect on 1 February 1907.4
Section 75 of the 1905 Act provided as follows:
75 (i). Every person applying for the registration of the copy-
right in any book shall deliver to the Registrar two copies of the
whole book with all maps and illustrations belonging thereto,
finished and coloured in the same manner as the best copies of the
book are published and bound, sewed, or stitched together, and
on the best paper on which the book is printed.
Under the same section the Registrar was empowered to refuse
to register the copyright in any book if sub-section (i) was not
complied with. Of the two copies delivered one was retained by
the Registrar and the other was forwarded by him to the Librar-
ian of the Parliament.
The Imperial Copyright Act of 1911 was adopted by the
Commonwealth Copyright Act, 1912,5 which repealed the Act
of 1905.6 Although the administration of the law of copyright
throughout the Commonwealth under this Act and the Imperial
Act is vested in the Commonwealth, the State rights regarding
delivery of copies of books to certain State libraries have been
conserved and recognized. Section 41 of the Commonwealth
Copyright Act of 1912 provides that:
"Nothing in this Act shall be deemed to affect the existing pro-
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